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Introduction
This series of slides presents a selection of important achievements and activities of the Austrian Geotechnic
Society as part of th&ime Capsule Projeleiunched by the ISSMGE.

Thepastis covered by featuring the early days of soil mechanics in the 1920s when Karl von Terzaghi was P
in Vienna where he established a soil mechanics laboratory together with msit@rs. Some decades later the
Institute of Soil Mechanics, Rock Mechanics and Foundation Engineering was established at Graz University
Technology under the leadership of Professor Christiener.

Moving towards theresentProfessor Heinz Brandl has to be mentioned who pioneered the integration of Eas
European Countries into the ISSMGE when the iron curtain was still a barrier for free travel.

Looking into thefuture ongoing research activities of key university institutes of geotechnics are highlighted
showing a variety of topics covering many aspects of soil mechanics, geotechnical engineering and computa
geotechnics.

A list of selected international projects where specialist contractors based in Austria are involved demonstrat
Austrian technology is applied world wide.

Finally the Austrian section of the Young Member Presidential Group present their way irfitatre

The contribution towards this presentation of many colleagues, active in the Austrian Geotechnical Society, i
gratefully acknowledged.
Helmut F. Schweiger
President Austrian Geotechnical Societ
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Karl v. Terzaghi 1888963
i Leipzig und Wien
:71./,;25‘/7; Franz Deuticke

1925

School report 1898/99 (Graz)

Source:

H . B randl - P rof D r. D r. h c.m U]IKaI’| V. Te rzag h| Cover page of Professor K.Terzaghi’s fundamental book.

H. Brandl- History of the Institute for Foundation Engineering and Soil Mechanics at the Vienna Technical University
TechnischdJniversitatwWien- Mitteilungenfur Grundbay Bodenmechanikind Felsbay(19831984)

https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karl_von_Terzagt
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Original of first oedometer

Original drawmg of oedometer

Source:
H. Brand} Prof.Dr.Dr.h.c.mult. Karl v. Terzaghi

H. Brand} History of the Institute for Foundation Engineering and Soil Mechanics at the Vienna Technical University
Technische Universitat WieMitteilungen fur Grundbau, Bodenmechanik und Felsbau (1P8®1)
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First triaxial compression apparatus, 1934
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First ring shear apparatus, 1934
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