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2 Introduction

This series of slides presents a selection of important achievements and activities of the Austrian Geotechnical 
Society as part of the Time Capsule Project launched by the ISSMGE. 

The past is covered by featuring the early days of soil mechanics in the 1920s when Karl von Terzaghi was Professor 
in Vienna where he established a soil mechanics laboratory together with his co-workers. Some decades later the 
Institute of Soil Mechanics, Rock Mechanics and Foundation Engineering was established at Graz University of 
Technology under the leadership of Professor Christian Veder.

Moving towards the presentProfessor Heinz Brandl has to be mentioned who pioneered the integration of Eastern 
European Countries into the ISSMGE when the iron curtain was still a barrier for free travel.

Looking into the future ongoing research activities of key university institutes of geotechnics are highlighted 
showing a variety of topics covering many aspects of soil mechanics, geotechnical engineering and computational 
geotechnics. 

A list of selected international projects where specialist contractors based in Austria are involved demonstrates that 
Austrian technology is applied world wide.

Finally the Austrian section of the Young Member Presidential Group present their way into the future. 

The contribution towards this presentation of many colleagues, active in the Austrian Geotechnical Society, is 
gratefully acknowledged. 

Helmut F. Schweiger
President Austrian Geotechnical Society
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3 Content

Á Personalities
Å Karl von Terzaghi

Å Christian Veder

Å Heinz Brandl

Á Past and Current Research Activities
Å TU Wien (TUW)

Å Graz University of Technology (TUG)

Å University of Innsbruck (UIBK)

Å University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences, Vienna (BOKU)

Á Miscellaneous   
Å International Projects of Specialist Contractors

Å Young Member Presidential Group

Å Conferences

Å Bid for 21st ICSMGE 2026 in Vienna

PAST

FUTURE
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5 Personalities: Karl von Terzaghi Professor at Vienna Technical University 1929-1938

Source:
H. Brandl- Prof.Dr.Dr.h.c.mult. Karl v. Terzaghi
H. Brandl- History of the Institute for Foundation Engineering and Soil Mechanics at the Vienna Technical University
TechnischeUniversitätWien - Mitteilungenfür Grundbau, Bodenmechanikund Felsbau(1983-1984)

Karl v. Terzaghi 1883-1963

School report 1898/99 (Graz)

https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karl_von_Terzaghi

https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karl_von_Terzaghi
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Source:
H. Brandl - Prof.Dr.Dr.h.c.mult. Karl v. Terzaghi
H. Brandl - History of the Institute for Foundation Engineering and Soil Mechanics at the Vienna Technical University
Technische Universität Wien - Mitteilungen für Grundbau, Bodenmechanik und Felsbau (1983-1984)

Arthur Casagrande: Head of Soil Mechanics Laboratory 1929-1932

Original drawing of oedometer

Original of first oedometer

Personalities: Karl von Terzaghi Professor at Vienna Technical University 1929-1938
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First triaxial compression apparatus, 1934

Arthur Casagrande: Head of Soil Mechanics Laboratory 1929-1932

Personalities: Karl von Terzaghi Professor at Vienna Technical University 1929-1938
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First ring shear apparatus, 1934

Personalities: Karl von Terzaghi Professor at Vienna Technical University 1929-1938
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